
Neal Medlyn
Made In Heaven

March 25, 2026

Steven Wendt + Wes Day
Plato Caves: Screens vs Shadows

March 29, 2026

Ayano Elson
Control

May 2026

Moriah Evans
BANKing: […/+*^%<>€£¥$&@!!!!^^^]

(with Walker Art Center)
June 2026

Jasmine Hearn
Memory Fleet

(with New York Live Arts)
June 2026

Early Stage Creative Residencies:
Crackhead Barney, Jesse Bonnell, lily gold, 

Amanda Horowitz, Kashia Kancey, Joanna Kotze, 
Maya Lee-Parritz, Kimiko Tanabe, 

Zerina Tye, Lu Yim
Fall 2025 - Spring 2026 

CATCH 79!
September 13, 2025

Netta Yerushalmy, Tuçe Yasak, 
Mieke Ulfig, Katherine Profeta, 
Paula Matthusen, Alla Kovgan
nothing personal, just everything

October 30 - November 2, 2025

Ruth Childs
Blast!

(with L'Alliance New York)
November 12-14, 2025

An Evening For Fall Of Freedom
organized by Jennifer Krasinski + 
The Chocolate Factory Theater

November 22, 2025

Autumn Knight
NOTHING: more

(with Under The Radar Festival)
January 16-18, 2026

Saturday Salons
Curated by Jennifer Krasinski + Amy O'Neill

March 7 + May 16, 2026

Karinne Keithley Syers
Your Ghost Body + Companion Piece

March 2026

THE CHOCOLATE FACTORY THEATER
FALL 2025 / SPRING 2026

chocolatefactorytheater.org



THE CHOCOLATE FACTORY THEATER
and L'ALLIANCE NEW YORK

CO-PRESENT

Ruth Childs
Blast!

November 12-14, 2025

Choreography/Performance : Ruth Childs
Light design : Joana Oliveira
Sound design and research : Stéphane Vecchione
Artistic Collaboration: Bryan Campbell
Costume Design : Coco Petitpierre
Costume Production : Anne Tesson, Coralie Chauvin
Outside eye : Cécile Bouffard
Coaching: Michèle Gurtner
Production, administration, diffusion : Lise Leclerc 
and Cecília Lubrano
Technical Director: Rodolphe Martin

CO-PRODUCTION
Pavillon ADC – Genève (CH), La Bâtie-Festival de
Genève, Arsenic Centre d’art scénique contemporain,
Lausanne, Atelier de Paris/CDCN, CCN de Tours 
/ Thomas Lebrun (dans le cadre de l'accueil studio), 
Centre chorégraphique national de Rillieux-la-Pape/
direction Yuval PICK, A-CDCN (Les Hivernales 
- CDCN d’Avignon, La Manufacture - CDCN 
Nouvelle-Aquitaine Bordeaux · La Rochelle, 
L’échangeur - CDCN Hauts-de-France, Le Dancing 
CDCN Dijon Bourgogne-Franche-Comté, Chorège 
CDCN, Le Pacifique - CDCN Grenoble - Au-vergne 
- Rhône-Alpes, Touka Danses - CDCN Guyane, 
Atelier de Paris / CDCN, Le Gymnase CDCN 
Roubaix - Hauts-de-France, POLE-SUD CDCN / 
Strasbourg, La Place de la Danse - CDCN Toulouse / 
Occitanie, La Mai-son CDCN Uzès Gard Occitanie, 
La Briqueterie CDCN du Val-de-Marne)

WITH SUPPORT FROM
Pro Helvetia fondation Suisse pour la culture/ the
Stanley Thomas Johnson foundation/ the Lo Studio
- Performing Arts Centre, Bellinzona – Switzerland/

Corodis/ Canton of Geneva

Scarlett’s/Ruth Childs benefits from a joint support
contract from the City of Geneva/Canton of Geneva/
Pro Helvetia (2024-2026)

MANY THANKS TO
Adèle Ottiger and the Théâtre Sévelin 36 Lausanne,
Jérôme Richer, Odds Bodkin , Lou Forster, 
Dominique Dardant, Leila Chakroun , Florence 
Magni, Susan Childs, Edward Childs, Marco 
Berrettini, Daisy Philips

BIOS

British-American dancer and performer Ruth Childs
was born in 1984 in London. She grew up in the
United States where she studied dance and music.
In 2003 she moved to Geneva to finish her dance
training with the Ballet Junior de Genève. Following
this, she started working with many international-
ly known choreographers and directors including
Foofwa d’Imobilité, La Ribot, Gilles Jobin, Massimo
Furlan, Marco Berrettini and Yasmine Hugonnet. 

Since 2015, she is also working on a re-creation and 
revival project of the early works of her aunt, the 
American choreographer Lucinda Childs. In 2014 she 
founded her company Scarlett’s in order to develop 
her own work through dance, performance, and music. 
Scarlett’s favors intimate and collaborative artistic 
processes, cultivating intuition and the indefinable. In
2016 the state of Geneva awarded her a scholarship
and research residency in Berlin of 6 months to 
develop her own work. Her first stage piece in 
collaboration with Stéphane Vecchione, The Goldfish 
and the Inner Tube, premiered in April 2018. She 
premiered fantasia, her first solo at the ADC, Geneva 
in October 2019. In 2022, she created her second 
solo Blast! which was awarded the Prix suisse des 
arts de la scène that same year for an outstanding 
choreographic production. Her first group piece 
Fun Times premiered in 2024. Her work has been 
presented around the world: Théâtre de la Ville in 
Paris, Biennal de Danza de Cali, Impulstanz in Vienna, 
Crossing the Line in New York. Ruth is currently one 
of the artists in residence at the Arsenic - center d'art 
scénique contemporain in Lausanne.



Bryan Campbell is an American artist working and 
living in Paris. Since 2008, he has developed a body 
of multi-disciplinary work that mixes image, text, and 
choreography. After studies at New York University’s 
Tisch School of the Arts and at the the CCN de 
Montpellier, he created the performance projects 
Research for the quadruped protagonist (2010), 
MARVELOUS (2015), SQUARE DANCE (2019), 
Janitor of Lunacy: A Filibuster (2021), Deep Cuts 
(2023,) and Submersion Games (2025.) As a dancer, 
he has worked with Loïc Touzé, Emanuelle Huynh, 
Anotonija Livingstone & Jennifer Lacey, Ambra
Sénatore, Olivia Grandville, DD Dorvillier, Gaetan
Rusquet, Marco Berrettini, and the collective dance
for plants. A translation of Yvonne Rainer’s Poems 
into French, which Bryan signed in tandem with 
Vincent Weber, was published by 33 Morceaux in 
spring 2021.

Joana Oliveira was born in Porto in Portugal. Early on,
she developed passion for performing arts and in 
particular light design. In 2006 she entered the 
Academy of Contemporary Performance in Porto 
to study light design. Following her graduation, she 
created lighting for diverse performances including 
dance and theatre and in situ projects. In 2014 
she received a study scholarship and moved to 
Lausanne, Switzerland to work as an apprentice in 
the Arsenic theatre. She then started to work with 
many different Swiss companies, and now designs 
lighting for the following choreographers and theater 
directors: Audrey Cavelius, Ludovic Chazaud, Orélie 
Fuchs Chen, Le Collectif sur un Malentendu, Claire 
Deutsch, Christophe Jaquet, YoungSoon Cho Jaquet, 
Old Masters and Ruth Childs.

From 2019 to 2024 she is co-technical director at Le
Grütli – Centre de production et de diffusion des Arts
vivants in Geneva. She collaborates with Scarlett's
since 2018 for light design and tecnical direction of 
The Goldfish and the Inner Tube, fantasia in 2019, 
Blast! in 2022 and Fun Times in 2024.

Sound designer, performer and self-taught drummer,
Stéphane Vecchione, born in 1971 in Yverdon-les
Bains, trained as an actor, at the Conservatoire de
Lausanne, in the Dramatic Arts section, from 1995 to
1999. He then worked as a performer and or musician
for many artists and companies including Stefan 
Kaegi, Denis Maillefer, Massimo Furlan, Nicole 
Seiler, Philippe Saire, Yasmine Hugonnet, Clédat & 
Petitpierre.

He is also a member of the group Velma (important
band and performance collective based in Lausanne)
and Deviation (sound installation collective based in
Lausanne.) In 2002, he received a prize for "young
music creators" from the Vaud Foundation for the
promotion of artistic creations. In 2010 he founded
his company SORI, to develop his own work through
performance and sound. In 2014 he started his 
collaboration with Ruth Childs first with their musical 
duo SCARLETT'S FALL and then The Goldfish and 
the Inner Tube (2018.) Since, he has created the 
soundscape for fantasia (2019,) Blast! (2022) and Fun 
Times (2024.)



NOTES

"Blast! is based on my observations of how humans
express themselves. If my previous creation fantasia
invoked sensations and movements linked to my
own intimate memory, this new solo Blast! is a study,
or panorama, of bodies, focusing on the painful, 
suffering, strange, explosive, and violent body.

For some time now, I have felt the need to respond
to violence by embodying and transforming it in
my work. Not necessarily my own violence, but the
violence that surrounds us, traverses the history of
humanity, haunts us with imagery and stories, the
violence of our imagination or our nightmares.
In dialogue with the percussive sound design by
Stéphane Vecchione, I interact with representations
of bodies which, for me, embody a terrible violence,
bodies that disgust me, scare me, bodies that I don’t
understand, bodies that overflow with suffering,
nastiness, or destructive energy. What emerges from
these bodies, what sound, what grimace, what word?
These physical and sound elements are woven to-
gether into a choreographic circle at times meditative 
and at times explosive. As the body evolves in this 
circular voyage, I imagine a flow of text and sound 
effects emerging from my body which mix into this 
ritual. Is it storytelling? A ballad? Sound Poetry? 
Automatic writing? Nonsense? True or false? An 
attempt to contain but also liberate something boiling 
in the depths of my soul." - Ruth Childs, 2022

* The word blast has several meanings which amuse
me and bring me back to my research on the explosivity of a grimace.
-A destructive wave of highly compressed air spreading outwards from 
an explosion
-A strong gust of wind or air
-A single loud note of a horn, whistle, or similar.
**In British English « blast » is also a swear.And then
we could also say we’re “having a blast!” to say, “we
are having so much fun!” I like this small word that
contains so much meaning.

REFERENCES

Stories
-Penthesilea (Heinrich von Kleist)
-Les Guérillères (Monique Wittig) 
-Histoire de l’oeil (Georges Bataille)

Poetry
-De ta faiblesse, domine ! (Henri Michaux)

ABOUT L’ALLIANCE NEW YORK

L’Alliance New York is an independent, not-for-profit 
organization committed to providing its audience 
and students with engaging French language classes 
and audacious multi-disciplinary programming that 
celebrates the diversity of francophone cultures and 
creativity around the world. A welcoming and inclusive 
community for all ages and all backgrounds, L’Alliance 
New York is a place where people can meet, learn, 
and explore the richness of our heritages and share 
discoveries. L’Alliance New York strives to amplify 
voices and build bridges from the entire francophone 
world to New York and beyond.

ABOUT CROSSING THE LINE FESTIVAL

Crossing The Line is a citywide festival that engages 
international artists and New York City audiences in 
artistic discovery and critical dialogue to re-imagine 
the world around us. Crossing The Line is produced 
by L’Alliance New York in partnership with leading 
cultural institutions. Crossing The Line 2025 is 
curated by L’Alliance New York Artistic Director 
Violaine Huisman.



LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

We acknowledge that The Chocolate Factory Theater is situated 
on the unceded ancestral lands of the Munsee Lenape and 
Canarsie people. We pay respect to the past, present and 
future stewards of these lands. The Chocolate Factory Theater 
respectfully offers this acknowledgment as a small step on a path 
towards recognition and repair, with the understanding that 
acknowledgment is not a substitute for action.



ABOUT THE CHOCOLATE 
FACTORY THEATER

Founded in 2004, The Chocolate Factory Theater (CF) supports the 
creation of new work by interdisciplinary performance artists from 
its post-industrial facility in Long Island City, Queens. We encourage 
risk-taking and innovation within the experimental performing arts 
community by responding to artists’ needs with space, time, money 
and administrative support throughout their careers. As an artist-
founded, artist-run institution—and one of the few remaining spaces 
wholly devoted to experimental performance in New York City—we 
believe that the ideas generated within our walls have the potential to 
improve the lives of New Yorkers, shape broader cultural movements, 
and inspire change.
 
Each year, CF builds a robust Artistic Program comprising 8-10 
commissioned premieres by interdisciplinary artists; 6-8 early 
stage creative residencies; a number of contextually-relevant 
interdisciplinary events (organized by guest curators) including 
cinema, music, and literature-focused gatherings; and organizational 
partnerships intended to deepen and expand connections between 
specific interdisciplinary artist communities.
 
As a team of practicing artists themselves, CF staff engages with its 
artist community from a place of direct understanding, as partners 
in a shared endeavor—making the process of developing new work 
within our spaces incredibly unique. Artists receive exclusive 24/7 
access to our spaces and technical equipment for a period of 1-6 
weeks, culminating in premiere performances for the public. We 
literally hand artists the keys and—in addition to substantial financial, 
administrative and technical support—provide a level of flexibility, 
trust, autonomy and appreciation that is rare in New York City. CF 
has earned a strong reputation—among its artist community, its peer 
institutions, and the field at large – as an organization that is truly “by 
artists, for artists”.
 
MAJOR SUPPORTERS: Booth Ferris Foundation, Con Edison, 
Harkness Foundation, Howard Gilman Foundation, The Henry 
Luce Foundation, the Willem de Kooning Foundation, and Teiger 
Foundation through the Coalition of Small Arts New York, jetBlue, 
Lambent Foundation, M&T Bank, New York Community Trust, NYC 
Department of Cultural Affairs, New York State Council on the Arts, 
NYC Council Member Julie Won, The Chocolate Factory Theater 
Trustees, Mental Insight Fund at San Francisco Foundation, Mertz 
Gilmore Foundation, Queens Borough President Donovan Richards, 
Jr., Rise Light and Power, Select Equity Group Foundation, Shubert 
Foundation, Shine Electronics, Tiger Baron Foundation, and our many 
individual donors.

STAFF

TRUSTEES

Brian Rogers
Madeline Best
Regine Pieters

Shana Crawford
Peter Richards

Michael Reardon
Sheila Lewandowski

Co-Founder / Artistic Executive Director
Managing Director
Director of Development
Production Manager
House Videographer
Graphic Design
Co-Founder / Executive Director Emerita

Chris Ajemian, Diane Eisenstat (President), Daniel Fish, Vallejo 
Gantner, Neil Greenberg (Secretary), Nile Harris, Nunally Kersh, Jerry 
Laspisa, Diana Manalang, Brian Rogers, Benjamin Stark, Jimmy Van 
Bramer (Vice President), Frank Wu (Treasurer), Moe Yousuf

THANK YOU TO OUR ANNUAL SUPPORTERS: Martita Abril, Madani and Jennifer 
Adjali, Chris Ajemian, Stan Aleshin, Roya Amirsoleymani, Sarah Atwood, Linda Austin, 
Richard Aviles, Angel Ayon, Regina Bain, Ivy Baldwin, Jordan Barbour, Meg Barnette, 
Chloe Bass, Maria Bauman, Peter Bellamy, Jodi Bender, Margaret Bennett, Ted Berger, 
Karen Bernard, Rachel Bernsen, Hannah Berson, Alice Berstein, Madeline Best, David 
Binder, Philip Bither, Gavin Black, Nancy Black, Suzanne Bocanegra, Agnes Borinsky, 
Tammy Bormann, Peter Born, Chuck Bracken, Rob Bralow, Kim Brandt, Collette Brennan, 
Rebecca Brooks, Carol Bryce-Buchanan, Stormy Budwig, Richard Burdon, Patrick Burke, 
Aimee Campbell, Tymberly Canale, Carianne Carleo-Evangelist, Leah Carrell, Robin Carson, 
Gonzalo Casals, Amy Cassello, Yanira Castro, Don and Katha Cato, Irene Chaldaris, Travis 
Chamberlain, Rosane Chamecki, Miles Chapin, Rachel Chavkin, Natalia Chefer, Meilan 
Chen, Peggy Cheng, Amy Chin, Janet D Clancy, Hilary Clark, Christen Clifford, Michelle 
Coffey, Laura Colby, Jane Comfort, Liana Conyers, Marc Cooper, Martha Cooper, Matthew 
Coquard-Wallace, Donna Costello, David Cote, Olivia Cothren, June Crane, Diana Crum, 
Shoni Currier, William Cusick, Leslie Cuyjet, Lane Czaplinski, Kristen Daley, Stonie Darling, 
Jim Dawson, Kate De Zegonita, Kyle deCamp, Thomas DeFrantz, Warlito Deleon, Amela 
Demirovic, Nick Desai, Lisa DiClerico, Silvia Dinale, Stacey Dinner, Milka Djordjevich, 
Louise Dodet, Maura Donohue, David Dorfman, Annie Dorsen, Robert and Alice Eagly, 
Ursula Eagly, Hilary Easton, Bob Eisen, Diane Eisenstat, Barbara Etzel, Stephen Facey, Jim 
Findlay, Daniel Fish, Karen Fitzgerald, Mary Fleischer, Robert Flynt, Joe Fonseca, Jordan 
Franklin, Jack Frost, Catherine Galasso, Catherine Gallant, Vallejo Gantner, Beth Gill, Kara 
Gilmour, Levi Gonzalez, Cydney Goodrum, Beth Graczyk, Neil Greenberg, Miguel Gutierrez, 
Rebecca Hadley, Cara Hagan, Marcus Hagenbarth, Carolyn Hall, Clay Hapaz, Jon Harper, 
Casey Hayes-Deats, Cynthia Hedstrom, Yuby Hernandez, David Herskovits, Pati Hertling, 
Melanie Hickerson, Ivan Himanen, Seth Hochman, Patricia Hoffbauer, Joshua Hoglund, 
Karen Brooks Hopkins, Asa Horvitz, Owen Hughes, Nene Humphrey, Dan Hurlin, Judy 
Hussie-Taylor, Pat Irwin, Lucy Jackson, Mark Jackson, Jane Jerardi, Jeffrey Jones, Justin 
Jones, Harriet Juli, Allie Kahn, Jason Kaiser, Karen Kandel, Tamill Kapp, Kirstin Kapustik, 
Barbara Karger, Lyndsey Karr, Rachel Kauder Nalebuff, Maura Keefe, Charles Kerr, Nunally 
Kersh, Jeannette Kim, Sam Kim, Jon Kinzel, Brad Kisicki, Andrea Kleine, Kristen Kosmas, 
Natalia Kowal, Jennifer Krasinski, Jonathan Kratter, Heather Kravas, Rob Krulak, Peter 
Ksander, Carin Kuoni, Claudia La Rocco, Gundega Laivina, Aaron Landsman, David Lang, 
Jerry Laspisa, Paul Lazar, Rebecca Lazier, Ariel Lembeck, Sarah Leonard, Andrea Lerner, 
Abigail Levine, Judith Levitt, Andrew & Claire Lewandowski, Eva Lewandowski, Sheila 
Lewandowski, Katinka Locascio, Sean Loiselle, Andrew London, Andrea Louie, Robert Luna, 
Matthew Lyons, Clarinda Mac Low, Diana Manalang, Alka Mansukhani, Cori Marquis, 
Kristin Marting, Christina Masciotti, Meridith Maskara, Kay Matschullat, Angela Mattox, 
Diane Max, Sarah Maxfield, Juliana May, Cynthia Mayeda, Megan Mayer, Nathan Maynard, 
Julie Mayo, Brendan McCall, Tamara McCaw, Dylan McCullough, DJ McDonald, Jeff 
McMahon, Joe Melillo, Charmaine Mendoza, JoAnne Meyers, Amanda Middaugh, Amey 
Miller, Gerard Minaya, Tom Mituzas, Jon Moniaci, Elizabeth Moreau, Alton Murray, Denisa 
Musilova, Iki Nakagawa, Mio Nakamura, Thomas Namako, David and Erica Neumann, 
Leslie Nilsson, Jodee Nimerichter, Mina Nishimura, Cathy Nolan, Kasey O’Brien, Tara 
O’con, Jody Oberfelder, Sarah Obraitis, Okwui Okpokwasili, Robert Ouimette, Sean 
Pairceir, Annie B Parson, Shari Pascarosa, Rebecca Patek, John Patterson, Caroline Paul, 
Christopher Pennington, Cassie Perlmutter, Carla Peterson, Craig Peterson, Tricia Pierson, 
Angie Pittman, Danielle Porcaro, Michael Preston, Katherine Profeta, Barbara Pryor, 
Tony Quinn, Gabriella Rhodeen, Aaron Rhyne, Peter Richards, Katrin Robertson, John 
Robinson, Heather Robles, Nat Roe, Brian Rogers, Paul Rogers, Carl and Laurie Rogers, 
Amy Rogoway, Alex Rosenberg, Jeff Rosenstock, Jade Roth, Matt Sabena, Aki Sasamoto, 
Moitri Savard, Davison Scandrett, Jay Scheib, Chris Schlichting, Susan Schroeder, Zoe 
Scofield, John Scott, Lori Seid, Lucy Sexton, Matthew Shalzi, Nora Sharp, Helen Shaw, 
Martha Sherman, Vicky Shick, Shawn Sides, Sara Silva, Howard Silver, Michael Simonelli, 
Lauren Slone, Phil Soltanoff, Andres Soto, Marion Spencer, Anna Sperber, Robin Staff, 
Harry Stahl, Janet Stapleton, Benjamin Stark, Leonard Steinbach, Jody Falco and Jeffrey 
Steinman, Jason Stuart, Litchinut Studios, Amber Sutherland, Amy Swanson, Kay Takeda, 
James Tankersley, Brian Tate, Tatyana Tenenbaum, David Thomson, Luis Torres, Mary Torres, 
Meghann Trago, Jack Trinco, Muna Tseng, Donna Uchizono, Ogemdi Ude, Laurie Uprichard, 
Dan Hendrick and Jimmy Van Bramer, Aynsley Vandenbroucke, Lynnea Villanova, Daria 
Walcott, Matthew Wallace, Ming Wang, Marya Warshaw, Laura Watt, Stephen Facey and 
Jay Wegman, Cathy Weis, Michael Weiss, Steven Wendt, Ryan Suda and Julie Weprin, Kathy 
Westwater, Adrienne Westwood, Phyllis Whitehouse, Maureen Whiting, Shane Williams-
Ness, Rob Wilson, Gary Winter, Katherine Wolpe, Janet Wong, Frank Wu, Shon-An Wu, 
John Wyszniewski, Takahiro Yamamoto, Lingling Yang, Matvei Yankelevich, Jon Yanofsky, 
Netta Yerushalmy, Lu Yim, Emily Young, Moe Yousuf, Lucien Zayan, Karl Zielaznicki, Liz 
Zieminski, Cathy Zimmerman (as of December 31, 2024).


