
Neal Medlyn
Made In Heaven

March 25, 2026

Steven Wendt + Wes Day
Plato Caves: Screens vs Shadows

March 27-29, 2026

Ayano Elson
Control

April 23-25, 2026

Moriah Evans
[…/+*^%<>€£¥$&@!!!!^^^]

(with Walker Art Center)
June 5-13, 2026

Jasmine Hearn
Memory Fleet

(with New York Live Arts)
June 11-13, 2026

Early Stage Creative Residencies:
Crackhead Barney, Jesse Bonnell, lily gold, 

Amanda Horowitz, Kashia Kancey, Joanna Kotze, 
Maya Lee-Parritz, Kimiko Tanabe, 

Zerina Tye, Lu Yim
Fall 2025 - Spring 2026 

CATCH 79!
September 13, 2025

Netta Yerushalmy, Tuçe Yasak, 
Mieke Ulfig, Katherine Profeta, 
Paula Matthusen, Alla Kovgan
nothing personal, just everything

October 30 - November 2, 2025

Ruth Childs
Blast!

(with L'Alliance New York)
November 12-14, 2025

Juliana F. May
Optimistic Voices (reprise)

(with Live Artery | New York Live Arts)
January 8-10, 2026

Autumn Knight
NOTHING: more

(with Under The Radar Festival)
January 16-18, 2026

Saturday Salons
Curated by Jennifer Krasinski

March 7 + May 16, 2026

Karinne Keithley Syers
Your Ghost Body

March 13-14, 2026

THE CHOCOLATE FACTORY THEATER
FALL 2025 / SPRING 2026

chocolatefactorytheater.org

http://chocolatefactorytheater.org


THE CHOCOLATE FACTORY THEATER
PRESENTS

Karinne Keithley Syers
Your Ghost Body

March 13-14, 2026

Created and performed by Karinne Keithley Syers 
with Kate Benson, Johnny Gasper, Aviva Jaye, and 
Sara Walsh

Lighting Design by Madeline Best

Text, sound, songs, animations, and video by Karinne 
Keithley Syers

Overhead projections by Sara Walsh and Karinne 
Keithley Syers

Sound System Design: Jeremy Kadetsky 
Stage Manager: Cassie Dietrich 
Sound Op: Frank Barret
Light Board Operator: Harvey Syers

This show is the live play variation of a video game. 
Think text adventure with expanded sound and no 
fights. 

SPECIAL THANKS
Thanks: to Kate, Aviva, Johnny and Sara for being 
party to a long, slow emergence // to Harvey and Phil, 
who are home // To Brian, Shana, Madeline, the CF 
for existing, being the home space of my performance 
imagination, and hosting us for a week a few summers 
back. // Many of the sounds in the underscoring 
were sampled from an improvisation afternoon I 
got to record with the exquisite instruments of the 
Anarchestra when it stopped through Greenfield, 
MA. // The following folks helped develop this script 
in early readings: Kate Kremer, Jason Grote, Brooke 
O’Harra, Eliza Bent, Julia Sirna-Frest, Chloe Hayat. 

// A.P.E. Gallery in Northampton, Massachusetts, 
hosted a week-long play test of the video game in 
2020-something. // The script was developed in a 
series of workshops at New Dramatists, with the 
support of the Jerry A. Tishman Creativity Fund. // 
Folks from some Process & Phenomenon groups at 
the Pelagic School also helped witness some corners 
of this text into being // you, for playing

BIOS

Kate Benson is a writer and performer living in 
Brooklyn. Performances include: A Tunnel Year 
(Chocolate Factory); Ulysses (The Public); How to 
Draw My Feelings (Brick Aux); Seagull (Skirball); A 
Sort of Joy (Thousands of Exhausted Things) (MoMA); 
Fondly, Colette Richland (NYTW); [Porto] (Bushwick 
Starr & WP Theater); Good Person of Szechwan (the 
Public & LaMama); Variations on the Main (Jack); 
I’ll Never Love Again (Bushwick Starr); Nomads (the 
Incubator). Plays include [Porto] and A Beautiful Day 
in November on the Banks of the Greatest of the Great 
Lakes (Obie winner, produced by New Georges and 
the WP Theater). She is a recipient of the Creative 
Spirit Award and has an MFA in playwriting from 
Brooklyn College.

Johnny Gasper is a sound & video designer, and 
occasional performer. His performance credits include 
Karinne Keithley Syers’ A Tunnel Year (The Chocolate 
Factory), Royal Osiris Karaoke Ensemble’s The Art 
of Luv, Parts 5 & 6 (Bushwick Starr & Abrons Arts 
Center), and Advanced Beginner Group’s I Understand 
Everything Better (The Chocolate Factory & Abrons 
Arts Center). He has made sounds for many plays, 
most recently Without Mirrors (The Brick, written & 
directed by Jerry Lieblich, feat. David Greenspan), 
The Mushroom (Target Margin, created by Normandy 
Sherwood & Nikki Calonge), Lions (Philly Fringe @ 
The Drake, created by Lightning Rod Special, directed 
by Sarah Blush), Two Sisters Find a Box of Lesbian 
Erotica In The Woods (Rattlestick & New Georges @ 
HERE, by Bailey Williams & Emma Horwitz, directed 
by Tara Elliot; Drama Desk Nominee), and Racecar 
Racecar Racecar (The Hearth @ ART/NY, by Kallan 
Dana, directed by Sarah Blush). MFA: PIMA at 
Brooklyn College.

Aviva Jaye is a multi-disciplinary artist primarily 
creating music, wielding voice, keys, harp, guitar & 



ukulele. She combines acoustic & electronic elements 
to unlock a portal for listeners to venture, exploring 
the dimensions of empathy, self-awareness, social 
justice & Afrofuturism. Her work includes theatre, 
dance & poetry. Recent projects include Slow Motion 
Cumbia (Wellesley College); SEE/UNSEE (Prism 
Fest 2025 NY); Lydian Gale Parr (Target Margin);  An 
Incomplete List (Prism Fest 2024 NY),  mɔɹnɪŋm 
by Gelsey Bell (HERE Arts & tour), Samesoul 
Maker (Merkin Hall), Colored School No. 3 (National 
Sawdust) & We Can Change the Country by Darius 
Jones (Roulette); Oracular Recall by Ben Holbrook 
(The Motor Company); composer for the play 
LORDES (New Ohio Theater); music direction & 
performance for “Four Questions”, a Pride production 
(LaMama); featured artist at The Public’s Civic 
Salon series & Artist-In-Residence at Guildhall (East 
Hampton). Aviva is a band member performing & 
recording with Arthur Moon, Dessa, Echo Bloom & 
Raia Was. As a youth advocate, she has led students 
with Brooklyn Youth Chorus & as a teaching artist 
with Marquis Studios & The Wooster Group in New 
York’s city schools. 

Karinne Keithley Syers makes performance and 
satellite variations on performance in print, radio, 
video and now games. This is her third show at The 
Chocolate Factory, after A Tunnel Year (2016) and 
Another Tree Dance (2013). Her performance work 
has also been seen in New York at Incubator Arts 
Project, Target Margin, Danspace Project at St. 
Marks, St. Ann’s Warehouse, Dixon Place, P.S. 122, 
La MaMa E.T.C., innumerable installations of Catch, 
several Little Theaters at Tonic, The Ohio Theater’s 
Ice Factory festival, Galapagos, Surf Reality, and 
Ur, a dance palace she co-founded with Chris Yon. 
Her audio work has aired on WFMU (where she was 
also a DJ) and the Australian Broadcast Network’s 
Soundproof, and was included in McSweeney’s 
Quarterly 64: The Audio Issue, accompanied by 
a magic lantern scroll. As a performer and sound 
designer, she has collaborated with David Neumann, 
Young Jean Lee, Big Dance Theater, Sibyl Kempson, 
The Civilians, Talking Band, Yoshiko Chuma, Sara 
Smith, Chris Yon, Ivy Baldwin, and Theater of a Two-
Headed Calf. She is an alumnus of New Dramatists, 
a member of the posses Joyce Cho and Machiqq, the 
founding editor of 53rd State Press, and the founder 
of the Pelagic School. She has spent most of her 
working life teaching and the last fourteen years being 
a parent. She currently teaches sixth grade and co-

directs the theater club at a boarding middle school 
for boys.

Sara C Walsh mostly designs sets and makes puppets. 
Most recently she was Basil Twist’s Associate on 
The Monkey King at San Francisco Opera. At the 
Chocolate Factory she designed Get Mad at Sin (for 
Andrew Dinwiddie and Jeff Larson), Pele Bauch’s 
H to Oh, Juliana May’s Adult Documentary, and 
Anna Sperber and Gelsey Bell’s Wealth from the Salt 
Seas. She also was production designer for Brian 
Rogers’ film Screamers. It feels really nice to be back. 
Sara designed puppets for The Kioskers at St. Ann’s 
Puppetlab (starring Johnny Gasper), and the set for A 
Beautiful Day in November on the Banks of the Greatest 
of Great Lakes (written by Kate Benson).  She has 
been friends with Karinne Keithley Syers for almost 
twenty years. Member of Wolf 359. saracwalsh.com 
MFA NYU Tisch Design.

Madeline Best is a Lighting Designer, Performer, and 
Managing Director at the Chocolate Factory Theater 
in New York City. Recent artists she has worked 
with include Brian Rogers, Heather Kravas, Michelle 
Ellsworth, Aki Sasamoto, Moriah Evans, Yve Laris 
Cohen, Anna Sperber, Neal Medlyn, Ursula Eagly, 
Milka Djordjevich, Efrian Rozas, luciana achugar,
Andrea Kleine, Anne-B Parson/Big Dance Theater, 
and more. Madeline grew up in Durham, North 
Carolina, studied at Bennington College (‘07) and 
currently lives in Long Island City, Queens.

http://saracwalsh.com 


LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

We acknowledge that The Chocolate Factory Theater is situated 
on the unceded ancestral lands of the Munsee Lenape and 
Canarsie people. We pay respect to the past, present and 
future stewards of these lands. The Chocolate Factory Theater 
respectfully offers this acknowledgment as a small step on a path 
towards recognition and repair, with the understanding that 
acknowledgment is not a substitute for action.



ABOUT THE CHOCOLATE 
FACTORY THEATER

Founded in 2004, The Chocolate Factory Theater (CF) supports the 
creation of new work by interdisciplinary performance artists from 
its post-industrial facility in Long Island City, Queens. We encourage 
risk-taking and innovation within the experimental performing arts 
community by responding to artists’ needs with space, time, money 
and administrative support throughout their careers. As an artist-
founded, artist-run institution—and one of the few remaining spaces 
wholly devoted to experimental performance in New York City—we 
believe that the ideas generated within our walls have the potential to 
improve the lives of New Yorkers, shape broader cultural movements, 
and inspire change.
 
Each year, CF builds a robust Artistic Program comprising 8-10 
commissioned premieres by interdisciplinary artists; 6-8 early 
stage creative residencies; a number of contextually-relevant 
interdisciplinary events (organized by guest curators) including 
cinema, music, and literature-focused gatherings; and organizational 
partnerships intended to deepen and expand connections between 
specific interdisciplinary artist communities.
 
As a team of practicing artists themselves, CF staff engages with its 
artist community from a place of direct understanding, as partners 
in a shared endeavor—making the process of developing new work 
within our spaces incredibly unique. Artists receive exclusive 24/7 
access to our spaces and technical equipment for a period of 1-6 
weeks, culminating in premiere performances for the public. We 
literally hand artists the keys and—in addition to substantial financial, 
administrative and technical support—provide a level of flexibility, 
trust, autonomy and appreciation that is rare in New York City. CF 
has earned a strong reputation—among its artist community, its peer 
institutions, and the field at large – as an organization that is truly “by 
artists, for artists”.
 
MAJOR SUPPORTERS: Booth Ferris Foundation, Con Edison, 
Harkness Foundation, Howard Gilman Foundation, The Henry 
Luce Foundation, the Willem de Kooning Foundation, and Teiger 
Foundation through the Coalition of Small Arts New York, jetBlue, 
Lambent Foundation, M&T Bank, New York Community Trust, NYC 
Department of Cultural Affairs, New York State Council on the Arts, 
NYC Council Member Julie Won, The Chocolate Factory Theater 
Trustees, Mental Insight Fund at San Francisco Foundation, Mertz 
Gilmore Foundation, Queens Borough President Donovan Richards, 
Jr., Rise Light and Power, Select Equity Group Foundation, Shubert 
Foundation, Shine Electronics, Tiger Baron Foundation, and our many 
individual donors.

STAFF

TRUSTEES

Brian Rogers
Madeline Best
Regine Pieters

Shana Crawford
Peter Richards

Michael Reardon
Sheila Lewandowski

Co-Founder / Artistic Executive Director
Managing Director
Director of Development
Production Manager
House Videographer
Graphic Design
Co-Founder / Executive Director Emerita

Chris Ajemian, Diane Eisenstat (President), Daniel Fish, Vallejo 
Gantner, Neil Greenberg (Secretary), Nile Harris, Nunally Kersh, Jerry 
Laspisa, Diana Manalang, Brian Rogers, Benjamin Stark, Jimmy Van 
Bramer (Vice President), Frank Wu (Treasurer), Moe Yousuf

THANK YOU TO OUR ANNUAL SUPPORTERS: Martita Abril, Madani and Jennifer 
Adjali, Chris Ajemian, Stan Aleshin, Roya Amirsoleymani, Sarah Atwood, Linda Austin, 
Richard Aviles, Angel Ayon, Regina Bain, Ivy Baldwin, Jordan Barbour, Meg Barnette, 
Chloe Bass, Maria Bauman, Peter Bellamy, Jodi Bender, Margaret Bennett, Ted Berger, 
Karen Bernard, Rachel Bernsen, Hannah Berson, Alice Berstein, Madeline Best, David 
Binder, Philip Bither, Gavin Black, Nancy Black, Suzanne Bocanegra, Agnes Borinsky, 
Tammy Bormann, Peter Born, Chuck Bracken, Rob Bralow, Kim Brandt, Collette Brennan, 
Rebecca Brooks, Carol Bryce-Buchanan, Stormy Budwig, Richard Burdon, Patrick Burke, 
Aimee Campbell, Tymberly Canale, Carianne Carleo-Evangelist, Leah Carrell, Robin Carson, 
Gonzalo Casals, Amy Cassello, Yanira Castro, Don and Katha Cato, Irene Chaldaris, Travis 
Chamberlain, Rosane Chamecki, Miles Chapin, Rachel Chavkin, Natalia Chefer, Meilan 
Chen, Peggy Cheng, Amy Chin, Janet D Clancy, Hilary Clark, Christen Clifford, Michelle 
Coffey, Laura Colby, Jane Comfort, Liana Conyers, Marc Cooper, Martha Cooper, Matthew 
Coquard-Wallace, Donna Costello, David Cote, Olivia Cothren, June Crane, Diana Crum, 
Shoni Currier, William Cusick, Leslie Cuyjet, Lane Czaplinski, Kristen Daley, Stonie Darling, 
Jim Dawson, Kate De Zegonita, Kyle deCamp, Thomas DeFrantz, Warlito Deleon, Amela 
Demirovic, Nick Desai, Lisa DiClerico, Silvia Dinale, Stacey Dinner, Milka Djordjevich, 
Louise Dodet, Maura Donohue, David Dorfman, Annie Dorsen, Robert and Alice Eagly, 
Ursula Eagly, Hilary Easton, Bob Eisen, Diane Eisenstat, Barbara Etzel, Stephen Facey, Jim 
Findlay, Daniel Fish, Karen Fitzgerald, Mary Fleischer, Robert Flynt, Joe Fonseca, Jordan 
Franklin, Jack Frost, Catherine Galasso, Catherine Gallant, Vallejo Gantner, Beth Gill, Kara 
Gilmour, Levi Gonzalez, Cydney Goodrum, Beth Graczyk, Neil Greenberg, Miguel Gutierrez, 
Rebecca Hadley, Cara Hagan, Marcus Hagenbarth, Carolyn Hall, Clay Hapaz, Jon Harper, 
Casey Hayes-Deats, Cynthia Hedstrom, Yuby Hernandez, David Herskovits, Pati Hertling, 
Melanie Hickerson, Ivan Himanen, Seth Hochman, Patricia Hoffbauer, Joshua Hoglund, 
Karen Brooks Hopkins, Asa Horvitz, Owen Hughes, Nene Humphrey, Dan Hurlin, Judy 
Hussie-Taylor, Pat Irwin, Lucy Jackson, Mark Jackson, Jane Jerardi, Jeffrey Jones, Justin 
Jones, Harriet Juli, Allie Kahn, Jason Kaiser, Karen Kandel, Tamill Kapp, Kirstin Kapustik, 
Barbara Karger, Lyndsey Karr, Rachel Kauder Nalebuff, Maura Keefe, Charles Kerr, Nunally 
Kersh, Jeannette Kim, Sam Kim, Jon Kinzel, Brad Kisicki, Andrea Kleine, Kristen Kosmas, 
Natalia Kowal, Jennifer Krasinski, Jonathan Kratter, Heather Kravas, Rob Krulak, Peter 
Ksander, Carin Kuoni, Claudia La Rocco, Gundega Laivina, Aaron Landsman, David Lang, 
Jerry Laspisa, Paul Lazar, Rebecca Lazier, Ariel Lembeck, Sarah Leonard, Andrea Lerner, 
Abigail Levine, Judith Levitt, Andrew & Claire Lewandowski, Eva Lewandowski, Sheila 
Lewandowski, Katinka Locascio, Sean Loiselle, Andrew London, Andrea Louie, Robert Luna, 
Matthew Lyons, Clarinda Mac Low, Diana Manalang, Alka Mansukhani, Cori Marquis, 
Kristin Marting, Christina Masciotti, Meridith Maskara, Kay Matschullat, Angela Mattox, 
Diane Max, Sarah Maxfield, Juliana May, Cynthia Mayeda, Megan Mayer, Nathan Maynard, 
Julie Mayo, Brendan McCall, Tamara McCaw, Dylan McCullough, DJ McDonald, Jeff 
McMahon, Joe Melillo, Charmaine Mendoza, JoAnne Meyers, Amanda Middaugh, Amey 
Miller, Gerard Minaya, Tom Mituzas, Jon Moniaci, Elizabeth Moreau, Alton Murray, Denisa 
Musilova, Iki Nakagawa, Mio Nakamura, Thomas Namako, David and Erica Neumann, 
Leslie Nilsson, Jodee Nimerichter, Mina Nishimura, Cathy Nolan, Kasey O’Brien, Tara 
O’con, Jody Oberfelder, Sarah Obraitis, Okwui Okpokwasili, Robert Ouimette, Sean 
Pairceir, Annie B Parson, Shari Pascarosa, Rebecca Patek, John Patterson, Caroline Paul, 
Christopher Pennington, Cassie Perlmutter, Carla Peterson, Craig Peterson, Tricia Pierson, 
Angie Pittman, Danielle Porcaro, Michael Preston, Katherine Profeta, Barbara Pryor, 
Tony Quinn, Gabriella Rhodeen, Aaron Rhyne, Peter Richards, Katrin Robertson, John 
Robinson, Heather Robles, Nat Roe, Brian Rogers, Paul Rogers, Carl and Laurie Rogers, 
Amy Rogoway, Alex Rosenberg, Jeff Rosenstock, Jade Roth, Matt Sabena, Aki Sasamoto, 
Moitri Savard, Davison Scandrett, Jay Scheib, Chris Schlichting, Susan Schroeder, Zoe 
Scofield, John Scott, Lori Seid, Lucy Sexton, Matthew Shalzi, Nora Sharp, Helen Shaw, 
Martha Sherman, Vicky Shick, Shawn Sides, Sara Silva, Howard Silver, Michael Simonelli, 
Lauren Slone, Phil Soltanoff, Andres Soto, Marion Spencer, Anna Sperber, Robin Staff, 
Harry Stahl, Janet Stapleton, Benjamin Stark, Leonard Steinbach, Jody Falco and Jeffrey 
Steinman, Jason Stuart, Litchinut Studios, Amber Sutherland, Amy Swanson, Kay Takeda, 
James Tankersley, Brian Tate, Tatyana Tenenbaum, David Thomson, Luis Torres, Mary Torres, 
Meghann Trago, Jack Trinco, Muna Tseng, Donna Uchizono, Ogemdi Ude, Laurie Uprichard, 
Dan Hendrick and Jimmy Van Bramer, Aynsley Vandenbroucke, Lynnea Villanova, Daria 
Walcott, Matthew Wallace, Ming Wang, Marya Warshaw, Laura Watt, Stephen Facey and 
Jay Wegman, Cathy Weis, Michael Weiss, Steven Wendt, Ryan Suda and Julie Weprin, Kathy 
Westwater, Adrienne Westwood, Phyllis Whitehouse, Maureen Whiting, Shane Williams-
Ness, Rob Wilson, Gary Winter, Katherine Wolpe, Janet Wong, Frank Wu, Shon-An Wu, 
John Wyszniewski, Takahiro Yamamoto, Lingling Yang, Matvei Yankelevich, Jon Yanofsky, 
Netta Yerushalmy, Lu Yim, Emily Young, Moe Yousuf, Lucien Zayan, Karl Zielaznicki, Liz 
Zieminski, Cathy Zimmerman (as of December 31, 2024).


