
 
THE CHOCOLATE FACTORY THEATER 

 
Founded in 2004, The Chocolate Factory Theater (CF) supports the creation of new 
work by interdisciplinary performance artists from its post-industrial facility in Long 
Island City, Queens. We encourage risk-taking and innovation within the experimental 
performing arts community by responding to artists’ needs with space, time, money 
and administrative support throughout their careers. As an artist-founded, artist-run 
institution—and one of the few remaining spaces wholly devoted to experimental 
performance in New York City—we believe that the ideas generated within our walls 
have the potential to improve the lives of New Yorkers, shape broader cultural 
movements, and inspire change. 
  
Each year, CF builds a robust Artistic Program comprising 8-10 commissioned 
premieres by interdisciplinary artists; 6-8 early stage creative residencies; a number of 
contextually-relevant interdisciplinary events (organized by guest curators) including 
cinema, music, and literature-focused gatherings; and organizational partnerships 
intended to deepen and expand connections between specific interdisciplinary artist 
communities. 
  
As a team of practicing artists themselves, CF staff engages with its artist community 
from a place of direct understanding, as partners in a shared endeavor—making the 
process of developing new work within our spaces incredibly unique. Artists receive 
exclusive 24/7 access to our spaces and technical equipment for a period of 1-6 weeks, 
culminating in premiere performances for the public. We literally hand artists the keys 
and—in addition to substantial financial, administrative and technical support—provide 
a level of flexibility, trust, autonomy and appreciation that is rare in New York City. 
CF has earned a strong reputation—among its artist community, its peer institutions, 
and the field at large – as an organization that is truly “by artists, for artists”. 
  
Over 20+ years, CF has remained artist-led, continuing to respond to the evolving 
needs of independent artists in NYC. The organization was born from challenges the 
founders faced as young makers, and that culture remains central to its mission. 
Rather than curating based on polished proposals, CF invests in the potential of an 
artist to grow over time, on their own terms, according to individual needs, interests, 
and points of view—expanding the notion of what performance can be and how it can 
be shared publicly. We do not curate for immediate success, but rather the potential 
to succeed long-term. In many ways, this process is largely instinctual—though in a 
larger sense, efforts are continuously made to ensure a balance among the age, 
aesthetic, race, sexuality, gender and discipline of the artists who appear in any given 
season. 
  
CF is nationally and internationally acclaimed for the strength of its artistic 
programming, which draws thousands of visitors to its Western Queens neighborhood 

 



 

each year. CF has cultivated a devoted multigenerational audience (many of whom 
self-identify as artists based in NYC, but include arts-goers from all five boroughs and 
a growing number of national and international visitors) whose most common unifying 
trait is an attraction to risk-taking, experimentation, and interdisciplinarity. 
 
 


